
“Working together to improve the welfare of reservation dogs and cats”
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 Winter 2025 Newsletter

In 2024, we found homes for 
175 pets and transferred 13. 
47 remain in foster care. 

 The Numbers  
    Email: blackhathumane@gmail.com                            www.BlackhatHumaneSociety.org                      Facebook: Blackhat Humane Society 

2024 totals:  
Vet expenses $46,593;  
Foster supplies $24,998; 
Transport $6,335;  
Community support $2915 

 Ahehee’    Thank you!

 The Money  

Airport Animal Hospital, Cedar 
Animal Medical, Coconino 
Humane Society, Continental 
Animal Wellness,  Durango 
Animal Hospital, Kaibab 
Veterinary Clinic, Montezuma 
Veterinary Clinic, Nav Nation 
Veterinary Services, Prescott 
Animal Hospital, Rez 
Solutions, San Juan Veterinary 
Hospital, Dr. Sand, Blackdog 
Foundation, K. Arrington, K. 
Ashcraft, P. Simonson, J. 
Barbour,  L. Burke, J. Busco, 
E. Carroll, A. McGregor, L&D 
Close, J. Deuby, J&C Enns, N. 
Fan, L Gilbert, T Sharp, P. 
Giordano, P&J Gipple, C. 
Gonzales, C. Greiner, G. 
Graham, S. Hendler, T. Hoier, 
J.Jim, N. Shinn, G. Johnson, 
L&M Krumdieck, D.Lee, T. 
Bevers, P. Massey, E. 
McCollum, D. McKelvey, L. 
Magruder, P. Massey, M. 
Mitchell, J. Myers, E Neilsen, 
A. O’Leary, B. Peacock, J. 
Patterson, C. Payne, J. Palais, 
L. Peterson, N. Platzer, J. 
Pratt, L. Reed, J. Reeder, J. 
Reuter, J. Riemenschneider, C. 
Roberts, A. Seavall, R. 
Sherwin, E. Stabler, K&W 
Stevens, C. Wiescamp,  and all 
who contributed in any way. 

‘A joyful thing’ 
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How 3 friends bonded over rez dogs

	 Sometimes dogs connect us with people, 
and sometimes people connect us with dogs. 
Here’s a story of three women friends in Utah 
who, between them, have adopted eight Blackhat 
dogs … most of them hard-to-place ones!

	 The first thread in this web of 
interconnections runs between Lisa and 
Mercedes, who met when they were both bus 
drivers in the Ogden area back in the 1980s. 
When Utah started a light rail system some years 
later, they both switched over to driving trains. 
Lisa retired after 20 years with TRAX and 
Mercedes five years later.

	 Lisa, meanwhile, was introduced to the plight 
of the rez dogs by a friend who was a tribal 
attorney on the Navajo Nation. As of today, she 
has had an overlapping succession of four 
reservation dogs, two of them — the late Jack 
Rascal and the late Sandra Day O’Connor — from 
Blackhat.

	 “I met Lisa’s dogs, and they were always 
good dogs,” Mercedes recalled. Jack Rascal, 
especially, won her heart when Lisa would drive 

next to the train tracks with Jack in the car while 
Mercedes was piloting the light rail train.

	 “He would bark and I would honk my horn 
and he would bark,” she recalled with a laugh. “It 
became like a duet.”

	 Meanwhile, there was Margaret, way out in 
Ticaboo, on the shore of Lake Powell. Margaret 
started volunteering with Blackhat about 15 years 
ago, first as a transporter, and then fostering after 
a woman in Chinle alerted her to a pregnant dog 
someone had thrown into a dumpster. Max, 
Margaret’s first foster failure, was part of the litter 
that was born next to Margaret on her couch after 
she got the mama home. She later “failed” with 
Tashi Pearl, a beautiful puffball of a Great 
Pyrenees (once Margaret and her neighbor were 
able to get all the mats and dirt out of her fur). 
Both Max and Tashi have since crossed the 
Rainbow Bridge.

	 On one particular transport years ago, 
Margaret was asked to bring a puppy to Salt Lake 
City and put it on a plane to Seattle, where its 


Continued on back page 

Lisa with Moki, Bill and Mercedes with Maya and Shadow, and Margaret with Agnes and Ramah in SLC
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	 We can't speak for the rest of the world, 
but Blackhat ended 2024 in good shape. We 
have had several large last-minute donations 
and 175 adoptions (four more than last year), 
with 47 animals remaining in foster care. Our 
waiting list is pared way down over just a 
month ago!


	 Over the course of 2024, we welcomed 
several new foster providers and other 
volunteers, and said a final farewell to longtime 
foster mom Donna Fitzpatrick and our founder, 
Tamara Martin. 


	 We contracted with a grant writer, Beth 
Lamberson, who will take our fundraising to the 
next level, and our fundraising coordinator, Dr. 
Cat Roberts, connected us with several large 
donations of pet food and other items. 


	 The Gallup crew was busy as foster 
providers organized a benefit concert for 
Blackhat as well as a benefit dinner late in the 
year. We had several successful events in 
Prescott and will try to organize something in 
the northern area in the coming year.  


	 Blackhat will be starting 2025 on firm 
footing, and looking forward to saving even 
more animals in the year ahead!                 

2024:  
Some sad goodbyes,  
some joyful hellos

 In memoriam

Many people who come to the Navajo Nation to 
work as teachers or nurses are shocked by the 
number and condition of the stray animals. 
Tamara Martin was not. Having worked as a 
nurse in Appalachia, she had seen this before: 
Where there aren’t enough recources for humans, 
the animals suffer even more. So instead of 
wasting her time on shock and outrage, Tamara 
went to work, founding a small humane society 
patterned after the one she had created in 
southern Ohio. It would be a network of foster 
homes, with no overhead and no paid staff, 
completely funded by individual donations. After 
partnering with the vet at Double D Veterinary 
Clinic in Blackhat, New Mexico, she named the 
new venture Blackhat Humane Society. By the 
time Blackhat obtained its 501(c)(3) status in 
2003, it was basically Tamara, her husband, and 

five or six nurses and teachers who were able to 
foster abandoned animals. When Tamara retired 
and left the reservation in the mid-teens, 
Blackhat had dozens of volunteers, a solid board 
of directors and decent financial backing. But 
Tamara did not retire from rescuing animals, and 
founded yet a third rescue, Good Dog Rez-Q, 
after moving to St. Johns, Ariz. She continued as 
director of that nonprofit until shortly before her 
death on Oct. 17, 2024. Tamara was a no-
nonsense straight-shooter, almost brusque at 
times, but her heart was with the animals and she 
got things done. Her legacy lives on in Blackhat 
and Good Dog. It’s safe to say thousands of 
animals owe their lives to her and her 
organizations, and if you believe in the Rainbow 
Bridge, she is going to get one heck of a 
welcome there!

Tamara Martin: Leaving a legacy of love

Tamara Martin (photo 
courtesy of Nance Joy)

My beloved Ursa died in my arms on 
Christmas morning just after sunrise in 
front of the woodstove. She had a 
fantastic day on Christmas Eve with the 
family — she chewed on a bone, had lots 
of treats and was spoiled rotten. I am so 
incredibly thankful to have had her as my 
faithful companion for over 11 years. 
Words cannot express how much joy she 
brought to my life. She was sweet, funny, 
smart, kind and curious. Thank you to 
everybody who loved her. — Jesse Mixer

My daughter met Zora as a stray when she was doing a 
physical therapy internship at the hospital in Chinle, 
Ariz., in the fall of 2012. When she finished her 
internship she adopted Zora and brought her home with 
her to Wisconsin. For 12 years she was my daughter’s 
constant companion as well as a companion to her 
husband and three children. She passed away in 
October. Zora was lucky to be adopted by my daughter 
and we were lucky to have Zora as a member of our 
family for 12 years. — Gary Johnson

In honor of Hattie Bear and Letty Bear 
— P. Stovall 

In loving memory of Rex, a beautiful 
German Shepherd adopted six or so 
years ago — J. and L. Pratt 

In loving memory of Rex — Mr. And Mrs. 
Paul John 

In loving memory of Sydney, Tanner, 
Kobi, Dweezil, Rocky and Mama Lily — 
Kim Edwards 

In loving memory of Penny, our rez dog — 
Jay Deuby
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2024  
in 

pictures

Above: 
Dogtoberfest in 

Prescott 

Right: Remington 
explores Colorado, 

his new home

Above: Stocking 
Stuffer Bazaar 

in Prescott 

Left: The late 
Ursa, who 
passed in 
December

Right: Greta 
Grape’s pups (2 

still available) 

Below: Valerie’s 
pups play in 

their first snow 
(Diane 

Zahorodny/
Puppy Junkie)

Above: One of 
several bottle 

babies we saved  
this year 

Left: Double 
adopter Robin with 
Beau and Mia



‘A joyful thing’ — Continued from P. 1 

forever home awaited. Knowing Lisa lived in Salt Lake, Blackhat asked if she could help 
Margaret with the task and put her and the pup up for the night. She readily agreed. The retired 
Army nurse and career civil servant found they had a lot in common, and to this day Margaret 
visits Lisa when she has a VA appointment in Utah’s capital city.

	 Eventually, Margaret was introduced to Lisa’s posse of TRAX drivers and other friends, 
including Mercedes, who had also helped with a Blackhat transport.	 

	 After Max and Tashi passed, Margaret looked at Blackhat’s Petfinder site and found Agnes, 
who had been in foster for years because of her advanced age and cataracts in one eye. 
Deciding Agnes might need a buddy, Margaret settled on Neve (whom she renamed Ramah), 
who, like Agnes, was being fostered by Susan. Neve was very timid and did not show well, but 
she was bonded to Agnes.

	 In June of 2024, Mercedes’ beloved Jack Russell passed at the ripe age of 17. At first, she 
and Bill decided to remain petless, especially since they were considering retiring overseas. But 
they missed canine companionship, and one day found themselves surfing our Petfinder page. 
Both dogs that caught their eye were also ones who had been overlooked. Shadow, at 6, was 
past the age most people want to adopt, and Valerie (now Maya) had slightly crossed eyes.

	 The couple went back and forth on which pooch to acquire, with Bill leaning toward Shadow 
and Mercedes gravitating toward Maya. “Finally we said, ‘Why don’t we take them both?’” she 
recalled. After picking them up in Albuquerque and Durango, Mercedes and Bill drove to Ticaboo to visit Margaret and her two adoptees 
on their way back to Layton. “It was like a family affair,” says Mercedes.

	 Like most rez dogs, all the friends’ pets had some “quirks,” as Lisa gently put it. “It does take some patience to adopt a rez dog,” she 
admitted.

	 But, noted Margaret, “It’s such a joyful thing to watch them blossom.”


P.O. Box 3123

Durango, CO

81302

www.blackhathumanesociety.org
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Lisa, Moki and Jack Rascal 2018
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